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ANNUAL  REPORT  TO  LEYBURN  R.D.  COUNCIL 

FOR  YEAR  1948 


A. 

1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area 

Population 
Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 
Produce  of  Id.  Rate  ... 


63613  acres 

6413 

2648 

£26265 

£109 


Live  Births 
Still  Births 

Still  Births 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

54 

52 

Illegitimate 

(of  England  and  Wales) 

5 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Per  1,000 
16.5 
5.6 
17.9 

0.31 


Total  of  Deaths.  Males  30.  Females  38.  Per  1,000  10.6 

Under  1  year  „  2.  ,,  1.  Per  1,000  live  births  28.0 

(of  England  and  Wales)  ...  ...  ...  ...  34.0 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0 

There  has  been  no  death  of  a  mother  attributable  to  childbirth  ...  0.0 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  numbered  ...  ...  ...  6 

Registered  cases  notified  in  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


The  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  numbered  : — 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Opthalmia  (Neonal) 


75  (per  1,000  11.86) 
31  „  „  4.84 

14  „  „  2.1 

10  „  „  1.56 

1  „  „  0.15 


Three  of  the  pneumonia  cases  died ;  there  were  no  other  fatal  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


There  has  been  no  case  of  Puerperal  Fever. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  numbered  (Males  4,  Females  4).  Total  8. 


GENERAL  PR0VISI0N6. 

Medical  Officer  :  Dr.  G.  Cockcroft. 

Sanitary  Inspector  :  Mr.  W.  Sutton,  who  is  qualified  and  certificated. 

District  Nurses  who  undertake  midwifery  are  resident  at — - 
Leyburn. 

Redmire,  for  the  Western  part  of  the  District. 

Hunton,  for  the  Eastern  part  of  the  District. 

East  Witton,  for  Coverdale. 

Northallerton  (Infectious  Disease). 

Darlington.  If  any  difficulty  telephone  Harrogate  83221. 

Available  by  telephone  at  all  times  (Dial  0). 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Northallerton  County  Hall,  provides  sterile  containers  and 
reports  on  pathological  material  sent  for  examination.  It  supplies  vaccines  also. 

Building  Bye-laws  have  proved  of  value.  There  is  a  Town  Planning  Scheme.  Immunisation 
against  diphtheria  was  carried  out  by  the  Rural  District  Council  until  July,  1948,  when 
it  was  taken  over  by  the  County  Council. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Water  Supplies 


Sewerage 

Scavenging 

Rivers  and  Streams 

Camp  Sites 

Sanitary  Inspector 


Disinfection 

Bed  Bugs 
Fleas 

Meat  Inspections 


Leyburn,  Middleham,  Harmby,  Bellerby,  Caldbergh,  Patrick  Brompton,  Hauxwell,  Newton- 
le-Willows,  Thornton  Steward  and  parts  of  Hunton  and  Carlton  Highdale  all  have  piped 
water  supplies.  The  Constable  Burton  Water  Scheme  is  not  yet  completed.  The 
Leyburn  supply  dwindles  during  the  summer  months,  and  it  is  difficult  to  maintain 
pressure  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  township.  However,  through  the  Whipperdale  pump 
being  brought  into  use,  all  consumers  have  been  kept  supplied.  The  Sowden  Beck  Scheme 
will  augment  this  supply. 

A  shortage  during  the  summer  in  Bellerby  necessitated  the  Bedale  R.D.  Council  bringing  their 
pump  into  use. 


Leyburn,  Middleham,  Castle  Bolton,  East  Witton  and  Swinithwaite,  have  stone-ware  sewers 
laid  to  sewage  works.  Sewers  are  a  necessity  in  many  more  villages.  The  Council's 
Engineer  is  preparing  schemes  for  a  number  of  the  parishes,  and  those  for  West  Witton, 
Newton-le-Willows,  Hunton  and  Carlton  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

A  scavenging  scheme  covering  the  whole  of  the  Leyburn  Rural  District  was  introduced  in 
August  of  1947.  The  scheme  has  proved  a  great  success,  household  refuse  being  collected 
from  almost  every  parish  fortnightly  with  the  exception  of  Leyburn  and  Middleham 
which  have  a  weekly  collection.  At  Hunton,  Arrathorne  and  Hornby,  privy  emptying 
is  carried  out  weekly.  The  need  for  organising  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  becoming  acute. 

The  “  Karrier  ”  refuse  vehicle  is  running  satisfactorily,  and  the  scheme  is  operated  by  one  driver 
and  two  loaders. 


Pollution  of  streams  exists  at  Carlton,  Harmby,  Bellerby,  Hunton  and  West  Witton.  Sewage 
works  are  an  urgent  necessity  in  these  villages. 


There  is  a  displaced  persons  camp  at  East  Witton.  The  camp  at  Finghall  has  been  closed  and 
recently  demolished  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply. 


Details  of  inspections  made  and  action  taken. 

Inspections.  Informal  Notices.  Statutory  Notices. 

Served.  Complied  with.  Served.  Complied  with. 


Council’s  Works 

649 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Housing 

454 

5 

— 

7 

2 

Slaughterhouse 

156 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies,  Cowsheds 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Health  Acts 

81 

5 

5 

— 

— 

1361 

10 

5 

7 

2 

Infectious  Disease.  Prevention.  Fumigation  by  Formulin  was  carried  out  at  12  premises 
during  the  year. 


No  Bug  infestations  were  reported  during  the  year. 


No  Flea  infestations  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Meat  for  the  Leyburn  and  Aysgarth  Districts  continues  to  be  killed  at  the  Leyburn  Slaughterhouse 
under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  Wensleydale  Butchers’  Association  is 
responsible  for  the  actual  killing  of  the  animals.  Slaughtering  of  the  graded  animals 
takes  place  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays  of  each  week,  other  animals  being 
sent  in  daily  from  farms.  These  are  mainly  animals  that  are  ill  or  injured  and  are  known 
as  casualties.  Many  of  these  are  obviously  unfit  for  food,  but  the  Ministry  allow  them 
to  be  sent  to  the  slaughterhouse.  I  receive  complaints  about  the  Slaughterhouse,  but 
do  not  find  conditions  bad 


Graded  Animals 
Beasts  Sheep 

410  1270 


Calves 


Pigs 

7 


Beasts 

18 


Cows 

327 


Casualty 

Sheep 


117 


Animals. 

Calves 

62 


Pigs 

73 


CONDEMNATIONS. 


Milk 


Schools 


Housing 


Total  weight  of  Meat  and  Offals  condemned  : — 

8  tons  15  cwts.  3  qr.  16  lbs. 

Approximately  one  half  of  the  milk  cows  sent  into  the  Slaughterhouse  as  casualties  are  found 
to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


There  are  402  registered  cowkeepers  in  the  area.  Most  of  the  milk  produced  is  collected  by 
the  large  dairies  with  depots  in  or  near  Leyburn.  Producer  retailers  are  not  numerous, 
there  are  only  9. 


A  feeding  centre  is  being  provided  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council  at  every  village  school 
within  the  district.  Some  of  these  centres  will  be  without  a  wholesome  piped  water 
supply.  These  problems  can  only  be  adjusted  when  the  proposed  water  schemes,  now 
prepared  by  the  Council’s  Engineer,  are  executed. 


The  Council’s  post  war  housing  schemes  throughout  the  area  are  well  under  way.  During  the 
period  1946  to  December,  1948,  a  total  of  24  “  AIREY  ”  prefabricated  and  three  brick 
houses  at  Leyburn,  6  at  West  Witton,  4  at  Middleham  and  2  at  Spennithorne  had  been 
erected.  The  commencement  of  the  erection  of  4  brick  houses  at  East  Witton,  4  at 
Spennithorne,  5  at  Leyburn  and  6  at  Redmire  was  made  towards  the  end  of  1948.  By 
private  enterprise,  4  houses  have  been  completed  and  one  nearing  completion  during 
the  year  1947-48.  Through  the  erection  of  the  Council’s  houses,  the  standard  of  housing 
accommodation  throughout  the  area  is  slowly  improving.  The  Council’s  Architect  has 
prepared  plans  for  a  further  81  houses  to  be  erected  in  13  parishes.  As  this  alternative 
accommodation  becomes  available,  the  cases  of  overcrowding  are  being  relieved.  Land¬ 
lords  are  reluctant  to  carry  out  repairs  to  their  property  due  to  the  fact  that  materials 
are  still  difficult  to  obtain  and  only  at  a  high  price.  Labour  charges  are  2\  times  those 
pre-war  days,  while  rents  remain  at  1939  level. 
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